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Bills Supported this Week:  
 

HB 2, sponsored by Rep. Llew Jones – Joint Appropriations Subcommittee Section E 

The Montana University System's Worker’s Compensation Program, Education Outreach and 

Diversity Program and the Workforce Development programs provide services and information 

that are essential to Montana agriculture and rural communities and were up for their budget 

hearing this week.  

 

MFU stands in support of their budget request, specifically acknowledging the request to 

increase funding for Research and Development agencies. These facilities provide critical 

services for the success of our farmers and ranchers.  

 

We want to be sure that one time only expenditures for the Data Preservation Program, the Seed 

Lab, and the Wool Lab are approved.  

 

We also would like to emphasize that monies for student aid and workforce development are 

important to the overall health of rural communities and to the ability of family farmers and 

ranchers to stay on the land. 

 

 

HB 59 - Extend sunset on funding for Livestock Loss Board, sponsored by Rep. Ross 

Fitzgerald. This bill was heard in the Senate Agriculture Committee on Jan. 25th, and this is the 

bill’s second hearing. MFU supports this bill. Our member-written policy supports funding for 

the livestock loss program and extending the sunset on the livestock loss board’s funding will 

allow the program to continue and will allow our members to have predictability for available 

resources. This bill has been concurred in the Senate Agriculture committee and will head to the 

floor for 2nd and 3rd readings.  

 

SB 196 - Require payment parity in insurance coverage of telehealth services, sponsored by 

Sen. Walt Sales. The bill was heard in the Senate Public Health, Welfare and Safety on Jan 25. 



MFU supports this bill because increasing telehealth access is important to Montana’s family 

farmers, ranchers, and rural communities. This bill is a good step in the right direction when it 

comes to reimbursements for services that telehealth makes more accessible for rural residents. 

This is especially important for our rural residents when it comes to increased access of mental 

health care. Telehealth has provided a breakthrough in access to mental health services which is 

particularly important today. This bill will incentivize providers to practice and provide services 

in rural areas. 

 

HB 276 - Establish a Farm to Food bank grant program, sponsored by Rep. Marty Malone. 

This bill would establish a Farm to Food Bank Grant program that would be run by the 

Department of Agriculture. The program would provide grant funding and support to food 

pantries and food banks to cultivate relationships and increase the purchase of local foods. 

Through partnerships with local food “hubs,” the funding will be infused directly into Montana 

communities, supporting the purchase of Montana grown and raised foods (by Montana 

producers) for distribution through food pantries. MFU stands in support of HB 276. Food 

security and access to diverse and resilient local food market opportunities are a top priority of 

MFU, and we feel this program will benefit producers with another viable market opportunity. 

This is a great step forward for local food access and food security. This program is also another 

way to keep our dollars within our local communities and economies. The bill was heard in the 

House Agriculture Committee on Jan. 24.  

 

 

HB 5 - Long Term Funding for MUS agricultural buildings, sponsored by Rep. Mike 

Hopkins. MFU supported the budget inflationary adjustment request for the Agricultural 

Analytical lab, the Veterinary Diagnostic Lab, Wool Lab and Seed Lab. We heard that the labs 

are facing increased construction costs, supply chain issues and lack of qualified labor forces are 

jeopardizing completion of construction of these projects. The MFU policy statement clearly 

outlines why, where it says: “The Montana legislature shall be mandated to provide adequate 

funding for personnel, facilities and equipment at the Agricultural research stations and the 

Cooperative Extension Service.” 

 

SB 132 - Revise agricultural education laws, sponsored by Sen. Becky Beard.  

MFU spoke in support of SB 132 in the Senate Finance and claims committee. The bill revises 

how funding for Advancing Agricultural Education is distributed, and incentivizes small schools 

to provide ag education. SB 132 brings us closer to the goal our members have set to support 

equitable, quality, inclusive education for all levels because of its benefits not only to individuals 

but to our state as well. Expanding Ag education has the added benefit of helping kids 

understand how they can have a future on the land. 

 

SB 203 - Revise law for transfer of critical infrastructure and agricultural land, sponsored 

by Sen. Ken Bogner. This bill would prohibit the sale, lease, or rental of critical infrastructure or 

land used for agricultural production to foreign adversaries or corporations domiciled in foreign 

adversary nations. MFU supported the bill, as our member-written and member-voted policy is 

to eliminate foreign ownership of large food processing entities, which we feel this bill is a step 

in the right direction of addressing that concern when it comes to critical infrastructure for the 



food security of our nation. The bill will likely be amended by the committee and MFU will 

review the amendments.  

 

SR 28 - Confirm governor's appointee for director of department of agriculture, sponsored 

by Sen. Mike Lang. MFU stands in continued support of the appointment of Director Christy 

Clark as the Director of the Department of Agriculture from Montana. Director Clark has done a 

great job in her post and works hard for the ag producers of our state. From managing grant and 

loan programs for infrastructure and meat processing, to promoting and supporting the amazing 

work and commodities of Montana producers. Director Clark and her team at the department 

serve producers well. And coming from production Agriculture, Director Clark certainly 

understands Montana agriculture. We look forward to continuing to work with Director Clark.  

 

HB 31 - Generally revise laws related to academic brewers’ license, sponsored by Rep. Ross 

Fitzgerald. This bill allows for the opportunity of additional post-secondary institutions in 

Montana to apply for an academic brewer license, under this section that allows the licensee to 

brew and sell beer to wholesalers as provided in the bill. Previously only Flathead Valley 

Community College and Montana State University Billings were able to apply for the license. 

MFU supports HB 31, since this is an avenue for expanding research on different varieties of 

barley. This bill was heard for its second hearing in the Senate Business, Labor, and Economic 

Affairs Committee on Jan. 27 and was concurred in by the committee following the hearing. The 

bill will next head to the floor for 2nd and 3rd readings.  

 

Bills Opposed this week:  
 

HB 216 - Generally revise laws related to public employees and labor organizations, 

sponsored by Rep. Bill Mercer.  MFU opposed HB 216, as it was heard by the House State 

Administration committee on Jan. 24. Our members spend long hours each year discerning 

legislative policy positions that will benefit family farmers, ranchers and rural communities. The 

preamble of our policy statement begins: “The needs and aspirations of farmers are those of 

humanity at large. MFU advocates a program that is beneficial for farmers, laborers and 

consumers alike.” Our members go on to say that we oppose what has come to be called “right-

to-work” legislation. HB 216 is such a bill. It denies workers the right to self-organization by 

imposing a slew of burdensome regulations. These would make it hard or nearly impossible for 

employees to exercise their right to join together to demand reasonable wages and working 

conditions. That right is essential for rural families and communities to earn a living. Indeed, it is 

essential for humanity at large. 

 


